
 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Profit Without The Pitfalls 
September 28, 2025 

AS WE GATHER 
Though it sounds like a contradiction, the “poor rich man” in today’s parable of Jesus apparently 
never really heard or just ignored the dire warning of God’s prophets like Amos against trusting in 
earthly gain and riches to the exclusion of trusting faith in the merciful promises of God. The 
temptation of earthly wealth infects all people throughout history to this day, regardless of outward 
circumstances, rich and poor alike. Paul sums up the challenge for faith as he contrasts the “great 
gain” (or profit) of godly faithfulness and the temptations (or pitfalls) of temporary riches. We all 
know the sentence of Paul, “The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil” (1 Timothy 6:10), which 
is so often misquoted as only “money is the root of all evil.” Money is not the problem. There’s no 
sin in possessing earthly riches. The deeper question is what or who is the object of our love and 
trust. The Christian’s true riches are in Christ Jesus, namely, the new life we have been given 
through our baptismal faith. It is the life we can take with us through and beyond the grave and 
gate of death. “Praise the Lord, O my soul! I will praise the Lord as long as I live” (Psalm 146:1–2), 
which will be forever! 
 

WELCOME 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

OPENING SONG: Revelation Song   
 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 43:4; 146:3, 5 
P I will go to the altar of God, 

C to God my exceeding joy. 
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P Put not your trust in princes, in whom there is no salvation. 

C Blessed is he whose hope is in the LORD his God. 
 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 1 Timothy 1:17; Psalm 125:1 
P The First Commandment is first because “we should fear, love, and trust in God above all 

things.” Let us in true repentance and good faith direct the fear, love, and trust of our hearts 
and minds “to the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God.” 

C Merciful God, the good fight of faith is fierce, the warfare between our love for You and 
the temptations of the world around us is long, even never-ending. We confess we have 
not loved You above all things, we are afraid at many times, and there is nothing and 
no one on earth worthy of our trust. In You, O Lord, we put our trust. In Your grace and 
forgiveness, let us never be ashamed. Deliver us in Your righteousness for the sake of 
our Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ, Your Son. 

P “Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but abides forever.” 
By your Baptism into Christ, God has pledged the forgiveness of all your sins and promised 
the eternal life to which you were called. Therefore, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. God be merciful to you and strengthen your 
faith. 

C Amen. 
 

PRAISE SONG: We Fall Down  
 

SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. 

O God, You are the strength of all who trust in You, and without Your aid we can do no good 
thing. Grant us the help of Your grace that we may please You in both will and deed; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

GREETING OF PEACE: Please stand and greet one another with the Peace of Christ. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Amos 6:1–7 
1“Woe to those who are at ease in Zion, 
 and to those who feel secure on the mountain of Samaria, 
the notable men of the first of the nations, 
 to whom the house of Israel comes! 
2Pass over to Calneh, and see, 
 and from there go to Hamath the great; 



 

 

 

 then go down to Gath of the Philistines. 
Are you better than these kingdoms? 
 Or is their territory greater than your territory, 
3O you who put far away the day of disaster 
 and bring near the seat of violence? 
4“Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory 
 and stretch themselves out on their couches, 
and eat lambs from the flock 
 and calves from the midst of the stall, 
5who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp 
 and like David invent for themselves instruments of music, 
6who drink wine in bowls 
 and anoint themselves with the finest oils, 
 but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 
7Therefore they shall now be the first of those who go into exile, 
 and the revelry of those who stretch themselves out shall pass away.” 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE 1 Timothy 6:6–19 
 6Now there is great gain in godliness with contentment, 7for we brought nothing into the world, 
and we cannot take anything out of the world. 8But if we have food and clothing, with these we will 
be content. 9But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless 
and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10For the love of money is a root 
of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many pangs. 
 11But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
steadfastness, gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which 
you were called and about which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 
13I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his 
testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, 14to keep the commandment unstained 
and free from reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15which he will display at the 
proper time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16who 
alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. 
To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 
 17As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the 
uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. 18They are to do 
good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 19thus storing up treasure for 
themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 



 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 16:19–31 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 19[Jesus said:] “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 
sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 
21who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover, even the dogs came and 
licked his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich 
man also died and was buried, 23and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw 
Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. 24And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, 
and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in 
this flame.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good 
things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in 
anguish. 26And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that 
those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.’ 
27And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house— 28for I have five 
brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’ 29But Abraham 
said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ 30And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, 
but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31He said to him, ‘If they do not hear 
Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

SERMON HYMN: God Moves In A Mysterious Way (LSB 765)  
 

SERMON: Pastor Paul Kollek  
 

NICENE CREED  
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 



 

 

 

     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P (After each petition…) Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

+ SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 
PROPER PREFACE 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Through 
Him, Your majesty is praised by all the holy angels and celebrated with one accord by the 
heavens and all the powers therein. The cherubim and seraphim sing Your praise, and with 
them we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 



 

 

 

SANCTUS LSB 161 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 
repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His 
blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of 
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which 
has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 

it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to 
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, 
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your 
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 



 

 

 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you, Pastor.  
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 
DISTRIBUTION:  In Christ Alone 
           Jesus, Lover of My Soul  
 
THANK THE LORD LSB 164 
C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



 

 

 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING SONG: We Will Glorify  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES FOR WORD AND WORSHIP 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES Worship service is on Sundays at 9:30am.  If you are unable to attend 
in person, the services are recorded and will be available on our website at hopelinden.org.  
 

BIBLE STUDIES  

• Coffee & Questions with Pastor on Sunday Mornings after Worship.  Stay after for great 
fellowship and conversation!  This is a very informal time for sharing and learning and is 
open to everyone of all ages!  We encourage everyone to stay—you will love it!   

• Women’s At Home Bible Study can be done at your convenience.  Pick up September’s 
packet in the Narthex. 

• Adult Bible Study with Pastor on Wednesdays at 10am. 

• Women’s Bible Study on the book of Isaiah returns on Tuesdays at 10am starting 
September 9th.  You can jump into this study even if you never attended before.  Please 
contact Barb Wright with questions.  

 
CHIME CHOIR PRACTICE BEGINS WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1ST AT 6:30pm  
 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUTREACH 
 

FRIDAY GRIND OCTOBER 3RD 6AM TO 9AM We are handing out free coffee and donuts to 
Linden Schools staff and teachers, and well as community First Responders.  Bake a treat, 
donate toward the cost of donuts, or stop by to visit with our guests.     
 
OASIS for Linden Middle Schoolers will begin on Thursday, October 2nd at 2:30 pm.  Volunteers 
are always welcome and needed!   
 

KIDS HOPE USA is a mentoring partnership between one elementary age student and one adult.  
Mentors are desperately needed!  Please prayerfully consider mentoring a student just one hour 
per week during the school day.  You will not regret it!   
 
COMMUNITY TRUNK OR TREAT WILL BE HELD AT LINDEN HIGH SCHOOL ON 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8TH FROM 5 TO 7PM.  Volunteers needed to host a Hope Lutheran 
table!   
 

QUESTIONS REGARDING OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES CAN BE REFERRED TO KIM 
COLMER AT (586)383-572 
 
LWML MITE SUNDAY is October 5th!   Start gathering your mites now for the important kingdom 
work in which LWML invests.  See Karen McKeachie if you need a new mite box.     

 
UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP 

Guests, please fill out the Guest Registration card located in the pew.  Members and regular 
attendees no longer need to sign in as we are streamlining our attendance accounting.     



 

 

 

 CONTACT WITH QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS 
 
Elder: Contact Information Family Name: 
 
Jim Colmer jcolmer@bbande.com A-G
 (989)271-9170 
 
Steve Laird  Lairdsteven@att.net H-O
 (734)812-6396 
 
Kevin Golden kgolden@hodgessupply.com P-Z  

(248)431-6815   

 
Pastor Paul  pkkollek@aol.com 
Kollek    (989)277-3460 
 

Teri Barnaby hopelutheranchurchmusic@gmail.com 
 (586)634-1319 (no texts please) 
 

Church Office    hopelclm@gmail.com 
 (810)735-4807 

Weekly Information 
Attendance   
09/21/25 Worship 9:30 ............................................. 55 
09/21/25 Coffee and Questions ................................. x 
09/23/25 Women’s Bible Study ................................. 7  
09/24/25 Adult Bible Study ........................................ 6  
 
Collections and Facility Income 
09/21/25 ............................................................ 2080.00  
Givings Needed Weekly to meet budget ...... 3337.52 
 

Financial Update for August 2025  
(July began a new fiscal year) 

Actual Revenue ............................................. 11690.53 
Actual Expenditures .................................. 22164.92** 
Actual Shortage ......................................... (10,474.39) 
YTD Shortage ........................................... (13,409.25)* 
*YTD does not include special offerings and memorials. 
** August Expenditures includes parking lot work  

 

   QR Code for giving via PayPal. 
 
 
 

 
 

NEXT WEEK 
Office Hours 

M-Th 9am-Noon 

 
 
 

Monday, September 29 
 

Tuesday, September 30 
Women’s Bible Study at 10am 

 
Wednesday, October 1 

Adult Bible Study at 10am 
Choir 1:00pm 

Chime Choir 6:30pm 
 

Thursday, October 2 
OASIS Begins 2:30 to 5:00PM 

 
Friday, October 3 

Friday Grind 6am to 9am  
Office Closed 

 
Saturday, October 4 

 
Sunday, October 5 

Worship Service at 9:30am 
Coffee and Questions with Pastor 

 

 

Please note: Pastor will be 

at the Michigan District 

Pastor’s Conference 

10/6 to 10/8  
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